explosives search techniques

arca while they traveled dowmrange
and performed the final capping in of
||‘|1' I."‘:l"l\.'l\l'u'l. :II:I'\.TIIII.

The class attendecs wene not the
only ones waiting to sec the exhibi-
b bocanl ertminal justice stderits, o
couple of staff members from the
I"'ﬂ.""l'l, :1||I.! TILMNE TS e I'TI.'\-l.EIr:“ Ve
from the media all were observing, with
anticipation, something few people
ever see other than on TV

A car was destroyed wing Kinepak, a
car hood was blown into the air using
(-2 PETN-basd shoet explosive, arsd a
comiiekl wis cratered using smokeless and black powders
The largest and most colosful demanseation fetuned the
detonation of five L-galkon jugs, half filled with gasoline,
going up in a solid wall of fire and intense heat. The use of
VAN eSS ee s \.'\1. |!l.| Q ﬁl\.! I.I\.'IIII l||.‘|||i|||.'.i |=M CINCLs-
sive borce of over pressure to everyone, It was difficult not to
recall the graphic images of victims we had seen in the
previous doy's class,

Afrer the field wis cleared, everyone collected their conines
and worked around the destroved vehiele, one team ar a tme,
searchiingz for o secondany device inthe contaminated anca

Challenges Dvercome
Before heading out to the train yord on day three, 1 had 2
meoment to interview one of the attendecs — a sheriff who
works with a1 domestic-beed, Z-year ok, female German
Shepherd. [ asked him what he valued most about the ¢lss,
ansd his answer was unanimously seconded by almaost all the
other attendess: "Langeqentity hides, an extensve selec
tion of explosive marerials to ain on, and the insmectors'
o,

1 alsa asked him what he '!1.'['¢._| his experience in the
clas would bring to his department, and he replicd, “T'm
hepir
of what [my K-9 and 1] are up ¢

willingness to answer all ques

at this clas will make my department mone awane

s, i wity e rocuine

sch intense rraining.”™ A number of ogher clas members

60 Police K-9 Magazine

B Far left: Officer
Lubek chserves as
BG Dl alerts to a
hicle i luggage

Left A K9 locates a
hide i a lodker room
Above: Oifficer Shirley
and K-9 Muis begin
searching a train
engine

had similar comments and expressed concerns about their
abiliry 1o tind proper eradning than met thilr buadger and
b TECARINETRETIS.

Onice dhe agenda for the day had been discussed, every-
arve moved outside the building for individual photographs,
and then headed wo the train yand for the mass-transit
scarch experience. By the time we all armived at the train
yvard, thie weather had turmed wet, but spivis wese high and
thie dogs were enthusiastic abour getting started

Foser hides were placed throupghout the e, with 50-
eravin et cond in the engine, a Lpound cast beoster and
copper linear shape charge in the cabocse, raw RO in one
af the cars, and sheer explosive in another car. Once again,
everyone was divided into teams and rotated through each
at the hides

The engine was an excellent challenge o overcome, with
harsdlers having to help their canines navigate the steep
steps 10 the walkway leading o the engine room, and then
resquiring the dogs to focus mothe heat and close quarters of
the engine room

Ar variows rimes, dogs were working on the staped rain
while arother freiht train passsd only two sees af tracks
away, All the teams showed stability and the intent to
dix a grearn job, even with the distractions of air Blasts from
thie engine room, pasing trains, rain, and numerous
dogs and handlers working on and around the entire orain,

JucyiAsaust 2008

Communication and Unity
The concept of professional K-9 handlers and operational
lvwecenforcement, malitary, and bomb technicians working

hand-in-hand o insnect explosive detection K-9
kit
Historically, the communication and unity berween bomb

CAIMms i

how o think outssde the box is an inmon wch.

techs and K-9 handlers has been less than optimal. IPC and
Tripwire Operations Group have set out o

the ir

hange the way

Justry works, trains, and resporsls to threats, They

have shiswn o ih there are differences of apinion

ard methodology, both sides of the response team can
accomplish more together than apart. Ryan Morris, Roger
Stipcak, and Ken Munshower continually stress chart all
parties hvould “work I|3~_'|-I|:{". at beme the very best a ther
professions and accomplishing their goals of saving lives and
fighting the war on terroe”™

As Murshower says, "I you're a K- harsller, do it for

the right resson. Do it because you're driven o protect ous

ruatiom sl Baendlies, Do ir because you demand of yourself
o b thve wery bese, Do your be:

battle, coming in second place

» because in this particular
can have deadly

LM T e &

Heather Orton cvwns 88 Dragon, a graphic design studio spedalizing
in Web we development, prinl adverteng, agency services, and
marketing anabess and placerment in Penmgybania. She ako i
ermploped by ideal Police Caning and Trgeane Opserations Group &
thesir public afains director

Welcome to Victory Defense Consulting

Victory Defense

Consulting

Firearms Training for
the Working Dog Team

Grand Junction, Colo.

Sept. 17th & 18th

Topics Include:
Lethal Force and the K9 Team
Introduction to Gunfire
Static Drills
Movement with Gunfire
Cover & Concealment / Open Area
Team Movement with Gunfire

Limited attendance / resere seats sardy!
Every military and pedics K9 team needs more of this training!

EENER PR AT AN -

Victory Thru Superior Training -

Tede: 970.920.47147 - Todl Free: B
* 3070 1708, Building B #4 - Grand Junc

victorvdefense.com
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